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The Students Manual of Histology, by Charles H. Stowell, M. 
D., pp. 279, Detroit, 1881. — This modest book is really one of 
the most useful of recent publications. After a brief chapter on 
the microscope and mounting apparatus and reagents, some twenty 
chapters are given upon the microscopic anatomy of the various 
organs of the body, with an additional chapter on tumors and one 
upon starches. The descriptions of the tissues are concise, pithy 
and clear, and abundantly illustrated by nearly two hundred wood- 
cuts. The directions for preparing and examining the various tis- 
sues are not loaded down by a great variety of untried methods, 
but are confined to a few methods which are in very general use 
or have become favorites with the author. Altogether the book, 
while not competing with the large manuals for use by scholars 
and teachers, is a most excellent handbook for the student, 
whether in the study or in the laboratory. Much credit is due 
for the care taken to add a statement of the magnifying power to 
the engravings, but it is to be hoped that other authors will go 
still further, and that, ere long, no engraving will be considered 
worth copying which lacks this essential feature. 

Prizes for Microscopical Essays. — The Boston Society of 
Natural History offers a first prize of from $60 to $100 and a sec- 
ond of $50 for the best memoirs in English upon the following 
subjects: The occurrence, microscopic structure and use of North 
American fiber-plants ; treating especially of the fibers employed 
by the Native Races; and original, unpublished investigations re- 
specting the life-history of any animal. Prizes for papers on 
the first subject will be awarded in April, 1882, and on the 
second subject in April, 1883, provided the papers offered are 
deemed of adequate merit. Further particulars can be obtained 
from Edward Burgess, secretary of the society. 
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SCIENTIFIC NEWS. 

— Dr. J. J. Bigsby, well known as a writer on the geology of 
British America, and author of Thesaurus Siluricus, and founder 
of the "Bigsby Medal," died in London, Feb. 10, 1881. The 
death of Dr. Barnard Davis, the distinguished craniologist, 
occurred at Hanley, England, late in May. He was joint author 
with Thurnam of " Crania Brittanica." His collection of skulls, 
said to be the largest in existence, has recently been purchased 
by the Royal College of Surgeons. Another loss to English sci- 
ence was the death, early in April, of Sir Philip Egerton, one of 
the highest authorities on fossil fishes. M. Delesse, a distin- 
guished French geologist, died in Paris in March, aged 63. 

— Book of the Black Bass, by James A. Henshall, M.D., is 
announced to be published by the author by subscription, 33 
Wesley avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
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— The municipality of Marseilles has granted a subsidy to- 
wards the laboratory of marine zoology proposed to be estab- 
lished on the Gulf of Lyons. In this connection appears in the 
Academy the statement that a dredging excursion in the Austra- 
lian seas, organized in connection with the Sidney Museum, has 
made extensive collections of marine life. 

— The thirtieth meeting of the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science will begin at Cincinnati at 10 o'clock Aug. 
17th. It is expected that this meeting will be the largest and 
most important ever held in the West. The headquarters of the 
Association will be at Music Hall. 

— The reptiles and fishes of Australia have been made known, 
largely through the efforts of Mr. Gerard Krefft, who was the 
curator of the Sidney museum. His death in February last at 
the age of fifty-one, has been announced in Nature. 

— The dinner of the New York Ichthyophagous Club took 
place at Glenn's island (off New Rochelle, N. Y.), on May 27th. 
The menu was as follows : 

Little Neck clams. Sauterne. 

Potages. 
Consomme of Mossbunker. 
Bisque of Razor clams. Amontillado. 

Hors d'ceuvre. 
Boudins of Graysnapper a la Blackford. 
Horseshoe crabs a la diable. 
Sardines. Anchovies. 

Releves. 
Drum a la Cope. Filet de bceuf a la Richelieu. 

Pommes duchesse. St. Emilion. 

Entrees. 
Raie au beurre noir. 

Sheepshead a la Normande. 

Saute of shark, Chinese style. 
Squid a la Starin. 

Pain de menhaden a la Goode. 
Asperges. Niersteiner. 

Sorbet des Princes. 

Rati. 

Striped bass a la Mather. Pommery. 

Gibier. 
Hell-benders, Sea robins, Angle-worms, 

Pieces Froides. 
Lophius a la Baird. Sturgeon a 1'Ichthyophage. 

Salade. 
Sea Weed. 

Dessert. 
Glaces nautiques, Petits fours, Fruits, 
Fromages, Cafe. 
Liqueurs. 

The object of the society is to test and introduce to notice arti- 
cles of food, derived from fresh and salt water, whose merits are 
generally unknown to American scientists and epicures. On the 
occasion in question considerable progress was made in this direc- 
tion, while the guests were entertained by humorous speeches 
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and music. The following programme for the band was pre- 
sented : 

The Torpedo and the Whale Audran. 

Marchande de Maree Lecocq. 

One day I caught a Fish Planquette. 

One of the editors of the Naturalist who was present and en- 
joyed the occasion, makes the following report on the merits of 
some of the more novel dishes. 

Bisque of razor clams (Solen), very delicate. 

Consomme of Mossbunker ( Brevurtia menhaden), strong and 
oily. 

Horse-shoe crabs ( Limulus polyphemus ) , good, equal to the 
best devilled crabs. 

Drum ( Pogonias chromis), very flat. 

Raie au beurre noir (Raja), tender but tasteless. 

Saute of shark steaks (man-eater, Eu lamia milbetti, said to have 
recently eaten a negro), tender and with good flavor. 

Squid a la Starin (Loligo sp.), rather tasteless. 

Hellbenders ( Protonopsis horrida) (to be now called in defer- 
ence to the new revision N. T., hades-benders), good, much like 
frogs' hind legs. 

Beyond this the editor did not extend his researches. He de- 
sires to express his acknowledgment to Messrs. John Foord, 
president, and Eugene Blackford, of the committee of arrange- 
ments, for especial favors. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF SCIENTIFIC SOCIETIES. 

Boston Society of Natural History, May 4. — Annual meet- 
ing. The annual reports of the curator, secretary and treasurer 
were presented, and the officers for 1881-2, elected. Dr. H. P. 
Bowditch spoke of the distribution of the papillae on the skin, 
and Dr. C. S. Minot remarked on the young stages of the embryo 
chick, both subjects being illustrated by lantern projections. 

May 18. — Dr. M. E. Wadsworth remarked on a microscopic 
examination of the Iron ore (Peridotite) of Iron Mine Hill, Cum- 
berland, Rhode Island ; Mr. F. W. Putnam gave an account of 
his recent archaeological explorations in the Little Miami valley 
in Southern Ohio ; Professor E. S. Morse spoke of the agricultu- 
ral implements of Japan ; and Mr. W. W. Dodge gave a few de- 
tails of local geology. 

New York Academy of Sciences, May 30. — Mr. A. A. Julien 
read a paper on the identification of the so-called " porphyry " 
connected with western lodes ; Professor J. S. Newberry remarked 
on the relations of the Cretaceous rocks of North America to 
those of the old world. 



